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Townsville Suite  / Thul Garrie Waja - Gurrumbilbarra, Op.13 (2018) 
 

I visited Townsville in the winter of  2018 and was completely astonished by the overall friendliness 
and sense of community shared by It’s people, and the magnificent natural beauty of the area. 

  

From the enormous mountainous bush land  of Hervey Range to the exotic tropical beaches of 
Magnetic Island, and always looming over the city; the majestic cliffs of Castle Hill. The whole area 
seemed to be a magical place with a quiet laid back beauty that was captivating and endearing, I 
found myself instantly enamoured with the locals  and inspired by it’s incredible geographical 
features.  
 
In this work I wrote 3 contrasting pieces which convey the unique characteristics of each feature, as 
well as capturing the history and mysticism that I felt at these ancient places. 

 

1. Hervey Range - Barringha 
Looking out over the seemingly endless rolling hills of Hervey Range from Pipers Lookout  I was 
staggered by the sheer size and beauty of the immense  blue gum & ironbark forests.  

Everywhere you looked there was evidence of colonial history,  seeing the old dirt highway I was 
inspired by the early settlers travelling for days through this  ancient bushland. 

 

2. Castle Hill - Cootharinga ​  
Dominating the city skyline is the colossal granite monolith of Castle Hill.  

Always  visible from anywhere in town I was amazed at how the cliff faces constantly changed colour at 
different parts of the day and how it seemed to change the character of the hill itself. I tried to capture 
the ever changing moods and colours  of Castle Hill, from the  bright oranges & yellows glistening in 
the sunshine  to the pastel pinks and dark reds reflected in the sunset, a truly beautiful and mystical 
place resonating with inspiration. 

 

3. Magnetic Island - Yunbenun 
Eight kilometres off the shore of the city is the beautiful Magnetic Island.  

With 70% of the land being a protected National Park it is abundant with native wildlife and lush 
eucalypt forests with distinctive granite boulders scattered throughout the landscape. 

Visitors often describe feeling as though they have been transported to a different country, I wanted to 
express the unique character of this exotic tropical island found only a short boat ride away from the 
mainland. 
 

Nicholas Locke (2018) 
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