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Bernhard Romberg

(Born in Dincklage, near Miinster, Nov. 11,1767%;)
(Died in Hamburg, Aug. 13,1841)

This illustrious artist, a member of a famous family of Germanmu-
sicians, was one of the greatest cellists of his time. In addition, he was
a gifted composer and his prolific works for the cello extended the cap-
abilities of that instrument to a degree never before attempted by any oth-
er writer. He played in public from his fourteenth year on and his sub-
sequent concert tours included visits to every European musical centre
from Petrograd to Madrid and London. He was a player of utmost refine-
ment, with a tone probably not as robust and powerful as that of some of
his contemporaries, but with distinctive beauty and charm all its own. His
mastery of the fingerboard was perfect and the grace and ligntness of his
bowing was spoken of as unsurpassable.

His compositions include cello compositions of various kinds,string
quartets, pianoforte quartets, a funeral symphony for Queen Louise of Prus-
sia, a concerto for two cellos, said to be his last work,and a number of operas.

— 0>

Every cellist desirous of gaining complete mastery of his instrument
has found it absolutely necessary to study and familiarize himself thorough-
ly with the works of Bernhard Romberg. The most important of these, as
judged by modern standards, are the cello concertos. They may be said
to contain a complete theory of cello playing and there are few passages
known to modern players the type of which cannot be found in them.

In view of their importance in this respect, many of our greatest mas-
ters have revised them and supplied them with many practical suggestions
as to fingering and bowing.

While these revised editions may have answered the needs of play-
ers of a by-gone period, it cannot be denied that they are entirely inade -
quate and unsatisfactory as far as the requirements of a modern cello vir-
tuoso are concerned. _

Therefore, rather than risk the gradual neglect of these masterpieces,
which are not nearly as desirable and effective in their older form, as they
should be, the present newly revised edition has been prepared as conclusive
proof of the adaptability of the Romberg Cello Concerto for modern concert
purposes. : A
The study of Romberg}s works is quite as indispensable to cellists as
those of Kreutzer, Rode,Viotti,etc. are to violinists and although his name is
not met with as frequently as it deserves in the repertoires of the modern cello
virtuoso, the advantages and instructive benefits of his concertos for acquisi-
tion of technical facility and musical taste, have never been equalled or surpassed
in any other works of a similar kind.

Therefore to present the works of Romberg to the very best of advantage,
and illuminate their varied excellent qualifications not only from the standpoint of
the student but of the modern soloist as well, I have added fingering,bowing and
phrasing suitable to the advanced requirements of our time and trust that in this
form the concertos may find renewed favor with modern concert players and in turn
keep alive the honored memory of their creator, Bernhard Romberg.

Josepk Malkin
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