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A yeab before the action of the Opera begins, occurs the anniversary of the
|' Pardon," or annual fete, of Ploe'rniel (a village in Brittany), when all the
inhabitants go in procession to the chapel to pay homage to the Virgin. On
this day a marriage is to take place between Iloel, a goatherd, and Dinorah.
A tempest arises which lays the house and property of the bride's father in
ruins. Hoel_ sees nothing but poverty for him and his intended, and lends an
ear to an ancient superstition of the hidden treasure from Tonick, an old wizard,
and departs in company with him to undergo the necessary probation. Tonick
dies a short time before the expiration of the year, and leaves Hoel master of
the secret, with the knowledge of the penalty that awaits the first who lays
hand on the treasure. Hoel is determined to find a go-between, and accom-
plish his object with impunity. He returns to Ploe'rmel, and persuades
Corentin, a vagrant musician, distinguished for cupidity and cowardice, to take
part in the enterprise. The year being nearly completed, they set off to the
appointed place. Dinorah, believing her lover has forsaken her, goes mad, and
passes her time roving about the country accompanied by a pet goat. While
Hoel is endeavouring to induce Corentin to perform his part in their compact,
she appears in the " val maudit," and sings a few snatches of the legend, indi-
cating that the first who touches the treasure shall die within the year. Coren-
tin is apprised of his danger. An altercation between Hoel and his intended
victim ensues, during which Dinorah appears among the rocks. Corentin sug-
gests " the mad lady" as his substitute. Hoel, though he sees Dinorah, thinks
her but a phantom sent to lure him to destruction, and consents ; when suddenly
a thunder-storm explodes. The goat traverses the bridge over the chasm

;

the sluices underneath burst; and the waters of the torrent precipitate
themselves tumultuously into the ravine. Dinorah rushes towards the bridge,
which gives way beneath her, and she tumbles into the abyss. She has
dropt a necklace previous to her fall. Hoel picks it up and recognises it.

Forgetful of everything, he flies to the rescue of his beloved. The anniver-
sary of the " Pardon" has again come round, and the inhabitants of Ploe'r-
mel are again preparing for its celebration. Hoel has succeeded in rescuing
Dinorah from destruction. Struck with one familiar object after another, the
young maiden regains her faculties, awakening slowly, as if from a dream, and
ultimately recognises her lover. The happy couple accompany the procession
of the pilgrimage to the church, where their union is solemnised.
The opening scene represents Corentin's cottage, situated in a wild and

mountainous pass in Brittany. It is evening. Goatherds and peasants cross
the mountain tracks. They join in the chorus, " L' azzuro del cielo "

(p. 16),
and depart. A goat traverses the stage. Dinorah follows. In the recitative,
" Bellah, capretta amata " (p. 20), she calls upon her favourite to return. She
sings the berceuse, " Si, carina" (p. 22), and retires. Corentin enters blowing
an air (p. 26) on his cornemuse, and goes into his cottage. He has escaped the
hobgoblins or korigans so far. The scene is obscured. Corentin lights a can-
dle, and sings the couplets, " Dava il cielo " (p. 27), which set° forth the
diversity of human tastes and feelings. The window opens suddenly.
Corentin starts. To dispel his fears he plays on the cornemuse. Dinorah
enters. The light goes out. In the duet, " Suona, suona, bel pastor"
(p. 28), Dinorah forces Corentin to play, and she imitates him. Believing
her to be the queen of the fairies, he attempts to escape; she prevents
him, and compels him to dance. He falls into a chair, and wearied falls
asleep. She leans on his shoulder and also doses. Hoel knocks at the
door of the cottage. Corentin conceals himself behind an arm-chair, and
Dinorah leaps from the window. Hoel calls loudly for Alano. Corentin
opens the door. Alano, his uncle, is dead, and he is his sole heir. That
is unfortunate for Hoel ; why, he will explain presently. But first he
must sup. He gives Corentin a crown to procure something to drink, and
talks about his hands being filled with gold by the morrow. Corentin,
dazzled and bewildered by the vision, rushes off. Hoel must sacrifice Corentin
to obtain the treasure. He sings the air, " Magia, magia possente "

(p. 36), in
praise of magic and gold. Corentin returns with wine. Hoel relates the
means by which they both may become enriched. A twelvemonth pre-
viously—it was the day of the pilgrimage—he was on his way to the village
church to be wedded to Dinorah. A tempest overtook them. The cottage of
Dinorah's father was struck by lightning and consumed, with all their pro-
perty. Dinorah was doomed to poverty! It was at that moment Tonick, the
old villager, whispered in his ear:—" Cheer up—all shall be well. Give me
thy hand. I will make thee rich. But we must live a whole year in solitude.
When that period shall have expired the fiery cross will gleam above the spot
where the treasure lies concealed." "What treasure?" demands Corentin.
" That which the gnomes and korigans defend in darkness and mystery,"
answers Hoel. The year had almost expired when Tonick died. lie, however,
has bequeathed the secret of obtaining the treasure to Hoel. In the duet,
" Se credo il padre" (p. 42), Hoel explains the means and formulas to be em-
ployed. Dinorah appears at the window, throws a bouquet of wild flowers

into the room, and disappears. Hoel accepts the flowers as a protection against

potent spirits ; Corentin believes they have been thrown by the lady of the

meadows for unlawful purposes. In the duet, " Un tesor ? Bevi ancor" (p. 45),

Hoel endeavours to stimulate the courage of Corentin, and partly succeeds.

They are going off when the tinkling of a goat's bell is heard, and Dinorah
appears on the mountain path. In the trio, "II tintinnar " (p. 50), Hoel
endeavours to hurry Corentin off; Corentin takes the tinkling for some super-

natural noise, while Dinorah expresses delight that she has found the goat.

The act closes.

Act the second commences. It is moonlight. Woodcutters and peasants

coming from the alehouse sing the bacchanalian, "Com' e buono" (p. 56). A
goatherd, in the recitative, " Ditemi, buona gente" (p. 58), inquires whether
anybody has heard tidings of Dinorah, and sings the arietta, " Da quel di

1

che

a lei" (p. 59). In the canzonetta, " Fanciulla che il core" (p. 59), he bids

young maidens beware of love. Peasants, &c. go out. Dinorah enters, calling

upon
! Hoel's name. She sings the romance, " Incantatore della montagna

"

(p. 63). The night grows dark. She trembles. A sudden gleam of moon-
shine casts her shadow at her feet. In the air, " Ombra leggiera " (p. 64),

she prays it never to forsake her. The moon becomes clouded. The shadow
disappears. Dinorah is disconsolate. The shadow returns, and Dinorah
reiterates her gladness. Scene changes to a desert plain, in which is seen a

lake enclosed by sluices. Hoel and Corentin enter. " This is our destination,"

exclaims the former. " I dare advance no further," ejaculates the piper.

Eleven o'clock strikes. " At midnight," cries Hoel, "' thou shalt see the fiery

Cross. Follow me." " 'Twere best thou shouldst go alone." " Take this branch
in thy hand, 'twill act as a talisman," and Hoel ascends the ravine, beckoning
to Corentin. Corentin endeavours to overcome his terror. In the air, " Ah !

che tremor " (p. .72), he strives to give himself courage. Dinorah comes
towards him. He falls on the ground and attempts to repeat the mystic words
taught him by Hoel. She addresses him wildly. He recognises the mad
woman. A noise is heard. " What is it ? " demands Corentin. " A stone has
fallen into the ravine," she answers. " The treasure !

" he exclaims. " The
treasure ? " she repeats. " He finds it," cries Corentin. Dinorah sings the

legend, " Sorte sciagurata" (p. 75), which proclaims death within the year
to him who first lays hand upon the gold, and disappears behind the rocks.

Corentin now understands why Hoel is anxious he should participate in find-

ing the gold. Hoel returns. In the duet, " Quando 1' ora suonera" (p. 76),
Hoel tells Corentin one of them must descend into the ravine. " Which of us?"
asks Corentin. Hoel uses threats. Emboldened by his fears Corentin defies

him. Dinorah is heard outside singing a snatch of the legend. The thought
suggests itself to Corentin that the " mad woman " may be used in the discovery.

In the trio, " Ascolta, mia bella " (p. 84), he tries to prevail on her to assist them
in removing the stone ; she heeds him not, but sings fragments of old tunes.

Iloel sees Dinorah, but believes she is a phantom sent to torment him, as he had
been warned by the wizard Tonick. A storm arises. The goat is seen crossing

the bridge. Dinorah throws oil' her necklace, and climbs the rocks in pursuit of
her favourite. Hoel recognises the necklace. It is Dinorah herself. " Stay,

I charge you," he cries. The thunderbolt falls; the sluices of the lake are burst

open ; Dinorah crosses the bridge, it breaks, and she is precipitated into the

waters. Hoel is seen making his way to the side of the torrent, and the curtain

descends.

The third act opens with a rural landscape, seen in the morning light. A
hunter appears on the rock, and sings the air, " II sol si levo "

(p. 94). A
reaper enters, and in the air, " Gia matura son le spiche "

(p. 96), chants the
praises of the harvest and sickle. Two goatherds, in the duo, " Sui prati tutt'

in fior" (p. 98), celebrate the charms of the country. The four join voices in

the prayer, "Gran Dio, padre nostro" (p. 100). At the end they retire.

Corentin enters out of breath and terrified. Hoel approaches with Dinorah in

his arms. He has rescued her from the torrent. He speaks to her ; she cannot
answer. He despatches Corentin for assistance, and sings the romance, " Sei
vendicata assai " (p. 103), in which he calls on her to bless him with returning
life. Dinorah slowly recovers. " Have I been dreaming ? " she cries. In the
duo, " Un sogno ! A cielo !"

(p. 105), Hoel assures her that the transactions of
the past twelvemonth have been all a dream. It is the anniversary of the
Pardon, the day on which they were separated a year since, and the villagers

as usual, are about to proceed in procession .to the church. She listens for the
accustomed hymn. The chorus of pilgrims in the distance sing the " Santa
Maria" (p. 113). Peasants enter. Dinorah recognises them. A bell tolls. It calls

to morning prayer, and announces the bridal of Dinorah and Hoel. Dinorah
turns and sees her betrothed, and flings herself into his arms. " Now indeed I

do not dream." The procession enters, and -.begins to cross the stage to the

accompaniment of the " Santa Maria." Hoel and Dinorah proceed onward to

the church, where they are to be made happy for ever.
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}~lffijlW

"i^^-m^m^M^-^^^^
gj&JLgt&Zgj^ SS

cresc

.te^fa^fal



DIN OK AH- 33

Tempo 1?

A11V.' ben moderate (J = 96.)

) I f f ^



34 DINORAH.

1 T •
|
S0-

£

^

P11^i r i *r— s=sra »==£ a±3K 1> *1 >::=^
3^ itk

3~

£
fr

i
c^ririS 1

1^ iffitr - ePtypf
^A * ±&

i$ \ JtW \
Id ^=£:

k k
k

—*» • / -^-

Tft?r •Ericfr^^S ta^
35e

§ -s 1#-

f
a ^i ,. f

CJ CJCJ ' CJCi
^ i i t r

V-*

m



DINORAH. 35

&g c- IV. g ip £E ^ rGHj*
-!» #

m
sempre dim

H - J * J
J * J *i r r

tP

£
a=Efc=a

*lf £

<g i^/i ggjli j r.
i tf*£$%(wffi--i fe H iy^'1 i£

tfV«

JSJSJS

*? 5* i ^ 5 •*

J= >UJV^
ra/J poeo a poco morendo '
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All? con spirito. (J 100.)
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Marcia religiose ( #—69)pnp^« m ^=f^m* •?
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