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ﬁg/A\%iT the request of some of the leading members of the * National Aunthem” i
Ao NS it

D

|
% ' ~ INTRODUCTION.

&

%@ Society, organized in England for the purpose of translating the *“ National
rather difficult, task of setting the Lnglish Anthem, * Gon Save tue QUEEN,” {o
our National musie, and rendering it mto some ol the languages of this country,
piz., Sanskrit and Bengali. Oriental scholars will admit that the Xnglish
language differs materially from the Sanskrit or Bengali in essential particulars, as | il
the feeling and temperament ol the English people differ from those of the *
people of this country, owing to the dissimilarity m their physical conditions. | i1
he difficulty of supplying equivalents of English words in Bengali or Sanskrit I
s nlso well known ; and though synonyms for English words can be devised

i Anthem” into the Indian languages, 1 have undertaken the grateful, though

—Ua——

|
by taking their sense only, tho perplexity of writing verse in Bengali or |
Sanskrit, which would be a liferal translation of the Inglish, and would, at |
the same time, conform to the rules of English metre, is insurmountable,—this
perplexity being heightened by the fact of the linglish words termmating, for the | |
most part, in consonants, and of Bengali or Sanskrit words, in vowels. ‘Lhen I
again, it is a fact that a short word in English can only be rendered into Bengall i i1
or Sanskrit by a phrase or a long expression, and vice versa, so that the transla-
tion of an English poem into an Indian language, line per line, and also following ‘
the English metre, 1s an almost impracticable feat. 1 have, therefore, attempted o |
free rendering of the Bnglish Anthem into Sanskrit and Bengali, giving for the
number of syllables in each line in the English picce an equivalent number ol
letters in the Sanskrit and Bengali versions, so that though the original and the
translated pieces do not agree in metre, there would be no difliculty in singing the
latter to the notes to which the English piece 18 seb.
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In arranging the words of the Bengali and Sanskrif translations and the
music in eleven of the twelve pieces submitted herewith, the following plan has
been adopted :—In every case the LEnglish words of the “ National Anthem” have
been put in, set to the original English tune, in a stave preceding the one used for
the Indian tunes and words. The object of giving two staves throughout (except
in the last piece) has been to show that the number and duration of the notes in
the English music, bar by bar, have not been departed from in the composition
of the Indian melodies, and that the number of letters in Bengali and Sanskrit |
agrees exactly with that of the words in the English piece. DBesides, the
exhibition of the words of the Anthem in the three languages, one after the
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other, in one and the same place, will facilitate singing by three or more persons
in unison, and the singing might be in the three languages, but all to the

'B
!‘E
|
|

same notes. E

With reference to the music it will be perceived that the original English i |
melody of the “National Anthem” is in a great measure similar to the Indian '
melody which goes by the name of Lavma-Jhijhiti, though the thoroughly English
character of the former renders it difficult for the ordinary Indian musician
casily to grasp the points ol resemblance. In order to make this resemblance
comprehensive to every body, I have composed a piece (marked I), which 1 have
placed first in the series submitted, making some necessary alterations In the
arrancement of the motes 1n soveral portions of the English tune, for the pur-
pose of giving more marked expression to the character of the Indian melody

(Lama-J hijhiti) than that observed in the English tune. No. IT of the series |

ropresents o melody consisting of all the natural notes of the octave. In this

picco each stanza of the Anthem has been seb to variations of the melody styled

Behdga. Should this plan be approved, the other pieces might be similarly

treated. No. III is a piece composed out of a melody of which the absence

of the note T forms the chief characteristic. No. 1V is without the notes I and A.
Picce No. V consists of one flat only, vz, (; B); No. VI, of two (b D andjA);
No. VIT of two flats (;D, ;A) and one sharp (# 1); No. VIIL of four flats
(4 D, ; B, 5 A and B); and No. IX of four flats (5 D, 5 E, 6 A, b B) and one sharp
(£ 1. The first, second, and the fifth are generally sung at might; the third,
sixth, eighth, and the ninth, n the mornine. The fourth is sung generally at
mid-day, and the seventh In the evening. It will be seen that In No. VIII the
original Linglish tune has heen put in with the notes D, I, A and B made flat,
with a view to show how the picce itself, with the altered value of these notes,
rosembles the Indian melody Bhairavi, to which piece No. VIII has been set.
The tenth piece, known as Shdhdnd,—a favorite melody with the Mahomedan
Emperors of India,—is usually sung on auspicious occasions, and 1s admirably
adapted for a benedictory song like the National Anthem. The eleventh is one of
the melodies sung in the rainy season, and has been selected to commemorate the
honor conferred upon me in this scason in being asked to undertake this loyal and
to me grateful task. The twellth and last has been composed without reference
to the number or duration of notes, such as ave observed in the original English
piece. It 1s an adaptation from a style of singing, known here as “ Nagara
Kirtana,” whica was introduced by Chaitanya Deva, the great religious reformer
of Bengal, who flourished in about 1498 of the Christian era. The music 1s
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religious in its character and is generally intended for singing by a large number
of persons in street processions. It will, I frust, do well for several voices.

Thus in the twelve melodies to which I have set the National Anthem, I
have attempted to show some of the varied phases of Indian music. I deem 1t
necessary to mention the fact that the Kuropean system of notation, as at present
in use, is not exactly suitable for the transeription of Indian melodies abounding
in quarter notes or thirds of notes, and in a few graces that can only be
performed upon Indian Musical Instruments. Such melodies only have been
selected for the present purpose as can be performed on the plano or any other
English instrument with the least risk to the integrity of the character. T
leave it to the judgment of the learned Committee to select the one which
may sound acreeable to their ear. It would, I think, be quite superfluous for
me to say what diffidence I feel in submitting these piecos for the consideration
and approval of the ¢ National Anthem” Society, for I have grave doubts as to
whether any Indian melody, void of the diversity, such as that which Bnglish
music receives when harmonized in its own way for part singing, will {ind favor
in English ears. Nor is it necessary for me to add that the Bengali and
Qanskrit translations of the words of the National Anthem, made under such
rostrictions and difficulties as have been stated above, do not lay any claims
whatever to brilliancy of thought or happiness in expression.

T have taken the liberty to compose and append to the respective translation
two stanzas in Sanskrit and Bengali, which embody the prayer of the loyal
Indian subjects of HEr Most Gracious Masesry THE JMPRESS OF INDIA, Oour
Most Beloved Sovereign, for Ier welfare and prosperity.

CALCUTTA,
PATHURIAGHATA RAJRATI, SOURINDRO MOHIUN TAGORE.
13th September, 1852,
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GOD SAVE THE QUEEN.

—_— @ 0 A R

A VERSION ARRANGED FOR THE USE OF CHURCHES;

WWith a concluding verse acknowledging TITI ALIMIGHTY'S Protection
e the Past and Present.

GOD save our GrAacIoUus QUEEN ;
Long live our NoBLE QUEEN ;

GOD SAVE THE QULELEN.
Send HEr vietorious,
Happy and glorious,
Long to reign over us ;

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN.
11.

[ For Her Majesty's Armies in times of Peace or War,]

O LORD, Ouwr GOD! arise; - .
2 . [ Or this in time of Pestilence. ]
SR B i Scatter HERrR enemies,
) LORD, Our GOD [ arise ; 1 . O LORD, Our GOD | ariso ;
Scatter HHER enemies, And make them fall. Iolp, whilo Destruction flies
And make them fall. ~ : ~ ] - Wwill o'er
N <e then ess TT | nve t o e Swilt o'er us all !
l}rc.ak I'HOU Rebellion’s wings; Bl IIOU “10. .blm O. that hoht Stay I'HIN1G afllicting Hand :
bnn\tlcl when dark Treason springs, Sworn to defend lLLer 'RAQ]\L ITeal THOU owr Stricken Land,
ALMIGHTY KING of Kinas, , ' r TIPS Rl ICALLLICIR | an grief w
RULER op Atk | Bendmg we own TILY Might. QLEIGIVT 1n griok wo Bbnd,

. On "SI wo eall,
GOD save us all. g

11 or I11.

TILY choicest gifts in store
Still on VICTORIA pour—
Health, Peace, and Ifame.
Young faces year by year
Rising I nr heart to cheer,
(ilad voices, far and near,
Blessing IIEr Name.

1II or 1V,

Saved from each traitor’s arm,—

THOU, LORD, Her Shicld from harm
liver hast been.

Angels around Il zr way

Watch, while by night and day

Millions with fervour pray,—

“GOD SAVIE THE QUELEN.”

[ O this against Sedition. )
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