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ODE
FOR THE DEDICATION OF
THE ALBRIGHT ART GALLERY
BUFFALO

SPLENDOR of the far-ott days
Forever gone!
Still through the darkened maze
Of years we wander on,
Haunted by visions of the elder time
When glory crowned the orient hills.

Then great Apollo laughed,

As the purple sea he quatted,

And the nymphs by hidden rills

Leaped and danced,

And the silver arrows glanced
From the Huntress” bow sublime;*
While from storied heights, far shining

With Olympian repose,
Human thought, God’s thought divining,
In perfect temples rose,
A deathless splendor of the Attic prime!
Spirit of Beauty, free of old,
Eternal youth is thine! No prison-hold
Hath ever fast confined thee,
No earthly chain can bind thee.
Lo, thou wilt bring again the age of gold!

*To be sung: * From the virgin Huntress' bow.”
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SrowLy, slowly through the night,
Led by Death, the host moves on:

Indless tumult, toil and fight,

Hopeless yearning for the light,
Loss the prize in triumphs won,
Endless sleep when all is done.

O the bitter waste and pain!

To Death only comes the gain.

Nay, not so, 'tis only seeming!
Iiven now behold the gleaming!
Even now thy garments trail,
Spirit, on the shrouded mountains!
From the everlasting fountains
Light is streaming o’er the vale.



Il

By all the discords harsh of life
The music of the world is never hushed.
Upon the maddened strife
Of souls pain-scarred and crushed
The sweet, calm face of Nature smiles.
O beckoning hands,
O voices In the wilderness,
Ye heavenly bands
That cheer and bless,
Spirit of Beauty, near us yet,
Though we like aliens wandering in far lands,
[ O’er wasted miles]
Thy loveliness too oft forget!
From age to age thy mountains call us,
Thy radiant dawns and sunset lights enthrall us
Thy steadfast stars attend us,
Thy trees and flowers befriend us,
Thy mighty waters will not let us be,

1

Thy errant winds still set our spirits free!

b
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Not unto us, not unto us the praise,
O Spirit Guide!
Who trom the waste of years dost raise
What shall abide
Here amid the transitory
Sway and stress of man’s estate;
In thy great name we dedicate
Our oft'ring to thy glory!
May it lift the souls of men
Out of lethal marsh and fen
To that far eternal height
Crowned with light,
Immune trom time,
Where nearer God the soul may learn
The beauty and the joy sublime
For which man re’er shall cease to yearn!



Spirit of Beauty.
An Ode

For Men’s Voices with Accompaniment of Orchestra

The text by or Military Band.

Arthur Detmers.

The Music by

Allegro moderato. (4= 80) Horatio Parker. Op.61.
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