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NOTE ON CANTATA No. 192

There are three of Bach’s cantatas extant that were com-
posed for the annual celebration of the Reformation Festival
occurring during the month of October. They are “Ein’ feste
Burg ist unser Gott”, “Gott, der Herr, ist Sonn’ und Schild"”,
and “Nun danket Alle Gott”. The last, written about 1732,
and published by the Bachgesellschaft between 1891 and 1894,
is incomplete.

This edition includes the three movements published in
the Bachgesellschaft edition, also the chorus tenor part, which
was supplied, presumably, by Alfred Dérftel, one of the Bach-
gesellschaft editors, that original part having been lost.

The well-known text is by Martin Rinkart, and the Can-
tata is scored for Soprano and Bass sols, four-part chorus, two
Flutes, two Oboes, Strings, and Organ.

The first chorus is in the nature of a chorale fantasia,
the melody sung by the sopranos throughout, and the final.
measures as significant as they are unusual in cantata choruses.

The duet may well be sung either by small groups of voices
or by the entire soprano and bass sections of the choir.

What more effective design for the final pean of praise
than the obvious dance-form so often used by Bach in his
Suites and Brandenburg Concerti! Here the voices simulate

the rhythmic character and expression of the instruments.
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THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. MATTHEW . . 2.50
CHRISTMAS ORATORIO . . = . . . 1.75
JESU, PRICELESS TREASURE [Motet] . . . . . .75

(Jesu meine Freude)
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